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RICHARD S. HEYZA / THE SEATTLE TIMES, 1983 
Gov. John Spellman: “I never let politics break my 
heart ... I’ve never stopped trying to contribute.” 


Championed 
the Kingdome, 
fought pipeline 


‘A TRUE STATESMAN’ 


Served one term 
as governor, three 
as King County exec 


By JACK BROOM 
AND JIM BRUNNER 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


John D. Spellman, 
Washington’s last Repub- 
lican governor and the 
first King County execu- 
tive, has died at age 91. 

Gov. Spellman died 
early Tuesday at Virginia 
Mason Medical Center 
after contracting pneu- 
monia while being treat- 
ed for a broken hip he 
sustained last month, said 
his son David Spellman, a 
Seattle attorney. 

As county executive 
from 1969 to 1981, Gov. 
Spellman helped put 
Seattle on the big-time 
sports map with the cre- 
ation of the Kingdome. As 
governor, he stood up to 
his own party in blocking 
a proposed oil pipeline 
under Puget Sound. 

In astatement, Gov. 
Jay Inslee praised Gov. 


Spellman as “one of the 
nicest people in public life 
I’ve ever met” and “a 
great example of an office 
holder unafraid to do the 
right thing, leaving a 
legacy of bipartisanship 
and civility in politics, 
despite the electoral 
consequences.” 

Elected governor in 
1980 amid nationwide 
gains for his fellow Re- 
publicans — including 
Ronald Reagan’s victory 
over incumbent President 
Jimmy Carter — Gov. 
Spellman served a single 
term, losing his 1984 
re-election bid to Demo- 
crat Booth Gardner. 

Republicans have since 
gone on a losing streak of 
nearly four decades in 
gubernatorial races — the 
longest for the GOP in any 
state. 

Labeled a moderate or 
progressive Republican 
while much of his party 
moved to the right, Gov. 
Spellman was dogged by 
a troubled state economy 
and difficult choices that 
alienated some on both 
sides of the political spec- 

See > SPELLMAN, A11 


Doctor: Trump got top 
score on cognitive test 


PRESIDENT ASKED 


The 10-minute exam is 


FOR EXAM designed to detect mild 
cognitive impairment, 
: : : such as dementia, gener- 
Weight gain, higher ally in older nee 
cholesterol noted Trump’s critics have 
recently questioned his 
By JENNA JOHNSON mental fitness, an issue 
Teese that gained attention in 
recent weeks over such 
WASHINGTON — things as the president’s 
President Donald Trump belligerent tweets about 
is in excellent overall North Korea. Trump 
health and further inflamed 
achieved a per- the debate this 
fect score ona month when he 
cognitive test that | lashed out at his 
the president | detractors on 
requested as part Twitter and 
of his first formal T claimed heisa 
medical exam | “very stable ge- 
since taking of- | nius” while tout- 
fice, the White White House ing his accom- 
House’s top phy- physician Rear plishments. Jack- 
sician announced Adm. Ronny sOn said Trump 
Tuesday. Jäcksön requested a cogni- 
Navy Rear tive exam to put 
Adm. Ronny Jackson said the issue of his mental 
he administered the Mon- fitness to rest. 
treal Cognitive Assess- “There’s no indication 
ment during Trump’s whatsoever that he has 
physical exam Friday any cognitive issues,” 
afternoon at WalterReed Jackson said. 
National Military Medical ‘Tve found no reason 
Center and said the presi- whatsoever to think the 
dentachievedascoreof president has any issues 
30 points. See > TRUMP, A4 


By NINA SHAPIRO 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


Some undocumented immigrants 
keep their heads down, careful not 
to attract attention that might get 
them noticed by federal officers. 

Not Maru Mora-Villalpando. The 
47-year-old Mexican native has been 
an outspoken activist for years and 
has been upfront about staying in 
the United States after her tourist 


visa expired. 

Now, Immigration 
and Customs En- 
forcement (ICE) has 
put Mora-Villalpando 
in deportation pro- 
ceedings, and she 
and her supporters 
have charged the 
agency with retalia- 
tion. 

She said she has 
lived in the United 
States for more than 
25 years. Her daugh- 
ter, Josefina Alanis 
Mora, a 20-year-old 
born in the United 
States and studying 
at Western Washing- 
ton University, called 
the situation a “night- 
mare.” 


Speaking at a protest Tuesday in 
front of ICE offices in downtown 
Seattle, Mora-Villalpando said she 
was with her daughter when she got 
a knock at the door of her Belling- 
ham home Dec. 20. It was someone 
bearing a letter from ICE ordering 
her to appear in immigration court 
at an unspecified date. 

“To me, it’s a clear sign that ICE 
wants me to stop my job,” she said. 
“Tt was an intimidation tactic.” 


ELLEN M. BANNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Maru Mora-Villalpando, left, hugs her daughter, Josefina 
Alanis Mora, during a protest and news conference in front of 
the ICE office in downtown Seattle on Tuesday. 


ELLEN M. BANNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Maru Mora-Villalpando, a well-known immigrant activist, speaks during a protest and news conference Tuesday in front of 
the ICE office in downtown Seattle. 


FEDS DON’T MUTE 
ACTIVISTS VOICE 


ICE | Maru Mora-Villalpando, who stayed in the United States after her tourism visa expired, says federal 
immigration officials are using an “intimidation tactic” by putting her into deportation proceedings. 


Mora-Villalpando and others at 
the protest said she is one of several 
immigration activists across the 
country — including New York’s 
Ravi Ragbir and Jean Montrevil, 
both involved with sanctuary organi- 


zations there — targeted for deporta- 
tion under President Donald Trump. 

Mora-Villalpando also noted the 
case of Baltazar “Rosas” Aburto 
Gutierrez, whose recent arrest by 
ICE after speaking to The Seattle 


Times raised con- 
cerns about retalia- 
tion. 

ICE, asked about 
Mora-Villalpando’s 
case, did not re- 
spond to the accusa- 
tion of intimidation. 
The agency has said 
it continues to focus 
on criminals under 
Trump. However, 
spokeswoman Yas- 
meen Pitts O’Keefe 
reiterated Tuesday, 
nobody in violation 
of immigration laws 
is exempt. 

Overstaying a visa 
is a civil violation. 

Mora-Villalpando 

See > ACTIVIST, A8 


Bannon grilled, refuses to answer 


HOUSE PANEL 


Committee subpoenaed 
him, so does special 
counsel Mueller 


By TOM LOBIANCO 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former 
White House chief strategist 
Steve Bannon on Tuesday 
refused to answer a broad 
array of queries from the 
House Intelligence Commit- 
tee about his time working for 
President Donald Trump, 
provoking a subpoena from 
the panel’s Republican chair- 
man. 

The development brought 
to the forefront questions 
about White House efforts to 
control what the former ad- 
viser tells Congress about his 


time in 
Trump’s 
inner circle 
and whether 
Republicans 
on Capitol 
Hill would 
force the 
issue in light 
of the newly 
issued sub- 
poena from 
the GOP-con- 
trolled panel. 

The congressional subpoe- 
na came the same day The 
New York Times reported 
that Bannon — a former far- 
right media executive and 
recently scorned political 
adversary of the president’s — 
has been subpoenaed by 
special counsel Robert Muel- 
ler to testify before a federal 
grand jury. 


Steve 
Bannon, 
former aide 
to Trump 


With the issuance of Muel- 
ler’s subpoena, Bannon be- 
came the highest-ranking 
person who served in the 
Trump White House to be 
called before a grand jury as 
part of the special counsel’s 
investigation. 

By itself, the move doesn’t 
confirm that Mueller is pre- 
senting evidence to support 
future criminal charges. But it 
does show that Mueller is still 
actively using a grand jury as 
he probes the actions of 
Trump, his family and his 
staff during the campaign, 
presidential transition and 
the early months of the ad- 
ministration. 

Congressional officials 
declined to say whether Ban- 
non disclosed Mueller’s sub- 
poena during an all-day, 
closed-door interview with 


members of the House Intelli- 
gence Committee. 

The members grilled Ban- 
non as part of the committee’s 
investigation into Russian 
election inference. Lawmak- 
ers also wanted answers from 
him about Trump’s thinking 
when he fired FBI Director 
James Comey. 

But Bannon refused to 
answer questions about that 
crucial period, prompting the 
committee’s chairman, Rep. 
Devin Nunes of California, to 

See > BANNON, A4 
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